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January Meeting Highlights

On January 18 our meeting was started by
Sandy’s tour of the January sky. Bob followed with
a presentation of interesting objects to observe in the
constellations Triangulum and Auriga. We then had
a general business meeting.

Our first item of business was revising the
constitution. We voted to form two types of
membership: Full and Contributing. These are
further subdivided into: Senior, Regular, and Junior
categories based on age (and thus dues amount

charged) The dlfference between Full and Contnb—



uting lies in receiving an astronomical publication
and eligibility for club office.

We voted to pursue IRS tax-exempt status.
This option is available to non-profit organizations
within 15 months of incorporation. Mark will
obtain the necessary paperwork and keep us in-
formed. We will be able to hold significant fund-
raising activities (public observatory, anyone?).

We discussed the plan for club star parties
this year. There will be two a month, held either at
Bob Wade’s or Mark Logsdon’s home. They are
scheduled for Friday evenings, with the following
Saturday reserved in case of poor observing condi-
tions. The dates for February are Feb 16 at Bob’s,
Feb 23 at Mark’s.

We also talked about inter-club star parties
and potential club field trips. The executive com-
mittee will take care of some of th; de@ﬂs._ }

January Executive Meeting

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm,
January 25th by Bob Wade. Peter Burkey, Michael
Coté, and Mark Logsdon were also present. Sandy
Plakke was absent.

Peter Burkey talked about Astronomy Day
on April 28th. We will host a public star party that
evening in Kollen Park, contact Michael Coté or
Arlin Ten Kley for details. Since Herrick Public
Library is not available on that date, plan on meet-
ing there on Monday, April 30 starting at 6:30 or
7:00 pm until 9:00pm. Contact Peter Burkey if you
can display a telescope or otherwise contribute to
making this year’s program a success. Last year we
obtained some new members as a result!

-Mark Logsdon agreed to look into getting
membership cards made up for the club. They will
feature the club and Astronomical League logos.
They will be available for distribution at the Febru-
ary meeting. Distinction between Full and Contrib-
uting memberships will be based on card color.

We decided to make 1990 a year dedicated
towards increasing club membership and having lots
of star parties to get our astronomers out of their

armchairs. Towards that end we are going to
experiments with a membership incentive plan.
Please Note: for every new member you introduce
to the club in 1990 and who rejoins in 1991, we
will decrease your 1991 basic dues by 25%, up to
and including a 100% reduction of your basic dues!
So get cracking, bring them to a club meeting o1
star party.

Bob talked to Michael Galvin, the editor of
the Muskegon Astronomical Society about thei
proposed field trip to Chicago’s Museum of Science
and Industry on March 31. The cost will be
$20/person and includes charter bus transportatior
and admission to the Omnimax theater. There wil
probably be room for some SAAA members i
anyone 1s interested.

Mark also will be hosting our 1% Annua
Messier Marathon during the star party on eithe
March 23 or 24. Come on out for the entire nigh
or part of the night and enjoy seeing more deep sk
objects in one night than you have probably don
before.

Hubble Space Telescope

.The long-awaited launch of the Hubbl
Space Telescope (HST) will be taking place, if al
goes according to schedule, on March 26. It seem
appropriate, then, to review some of the fascinatin
aspects of this one-of-a-kind optical instrument.

When finally launched, the HST will hav
cost over $2 billion, a price exceeding that of the 5
largest optical telescopes in the world combined. ]
will see seven times farther into space than an
telescope has before and will be able to dete
objects SO times fainter than the largest ground
based telescope can. Its 94 inch diameter is rele
tively small (Palomar’s Hale telescope is 20
inches), but it contains the finest large optic:
system ever built.

The 94 inch primary mirror, 12 1/2 inc
secondary mirror, and the scientific payload th:
receives the images are held precisely in place by
framework called the metering truss. Because HS
will undergo large and frequent temperature changk
in space, the entire structure’s coefficient of expai



-sion’ inust be essentially zero. The truss, measuring -

210 inches. by 115 inches and made of graphite
epoXy, werghs a mere 252 pounds In contrast, the

Xt:ube of the 200-inch Hale telescope is 60 feet long

‘and weight 120 tons. Despite temperature changes
of over 280 degrees Fahrenheit in space, the truss
will not expand or contract more than 1/10,000th of
an inch. Supporting the mirror has been compared
to securing a soap bubble at six points, but not
deforming it in any way.

Next month: constructing the most precise

mirror ever built.
Peter Burkey

As 1 Remember

From about 1957 to 1960 there was some
interest in star gazing in the Holland area. Henry
Engelsman owned a 6" Newtonian type reflector.
Sid Risselada, another friend of mine, made a 6"
reflecting telescope which he mounted in his garage.
Both friends are now deceased

S Sid ground and polished his own mirror, an

~ £10 with a focal length of about 60". He made an
opening in the flat roof of his garage with a sliding
cover and used a short polar axis mounting which
was hung from the ceiling! This was driven with an
electric phono motor (an old 78 rpm) which had a
flyball-type governor for adjusting the speed. This
operated through a large worm gear drive and
believe it or not seemed to work quite well. He ob-
served double stars and liked to look at the moons
of Ju upiter. However his view was somewhat limited
at his west 19th street location. Sid was the chief
machinist at Buss Machme Co., on west 8th street.

Henry purchased his telescope complete with
a tripod and a clock drive. It was a really nice
instrument. He worked at the Holland Evening
Sentmel as an engraver

In order to get away from city lights, Henry
and Sid used to come to my house at 778 W 32nd
street (which is now the Knollcrest subdivision). At
'\ that time I had a 10" 13 mirror mounted in a 12.5
’ long tube in a rotating bulldmg 1 ground the

mirror myself and silvered it.  This was an alt-

' v, aznnuth mountmg and the soope was great for |

~ planetary work. ‘The 134" focal length meant “
4 observed from the second floor!

We weren’t orgamzed as a club but w

enjoyed looking at the stars and planets as well :

the good old moon. One night in the early part «
May 1957 I believe it was, Henry brought along tt
Sentinel photographer and so our picture made tt
Sentinel Tulip Time Edition. How about that!

Thanks for letting me share my memoric
with you.
Jarvin Kleim:
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CURRENT SKY INFORMATION:

SKY  CALENDAR
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