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April Meeting

The April meeting of SAAA}

will be held on Thursday April|

20th at 7:00 PM in the West|

Ottawa ‘Middle School|
Planetarium. Bring an

accomplice. ‘ :

+ Business Meeting. :
+ Sandy will give a tour of the|:
April night sky and hopefully|
an Easter Show.
+ Jim Jipping will have a show|
on radio astronomy. __
+ Someone is bringing
refreshments.




Messier Marathon
Afterthought
’Wél}l‘if"you you're like me, you

probably drove-all the Woy to the monastery '5

just to find out that know one was there,

because of “clouds. Sure looked nice in|
Holland Wh,evh",l,,leﬁ town, though. But that|
didn't stop me and my neighbor from|

observing over 50 messier objects.

It was glorious! It was just as i expected
too. The Ring Nebula was easily discernible |

and in:full-color. | still can’t believe we saw

the Horsehead Nebula so well. But alas, it|
didn't last forever. | was tired of looking, and .
he was tired of holding up the book and|
1urning’_“pdges as | viewed them from 50|
yordseawgy.- Oh well, better luck next month{

oryear.. . . ..
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Binocularx Messielé
Club Info |

The Astronomical League is pleased to introduce its new
Binocular Messier Club. The Binocular Messier Club is for
beginning observers as well as experienced amateurs. Beginning
observers will find that it doesn't take an expensive telescope but
only a simple pair of binoculars, no matter what size, cost or
condition, to do serious astronomy. On the other hand,
experienced amateurs, even though they may already have the
A.L's telescopic Messier and Herschel certificates, will enjoy the
new perspective binocular observing gives them as they pull back
from an object and observe the area around that object as well as
the object itself. Seeing the object and its relationship to the sky
around it will put that object in its proper context in the sky.

RULES AND REGULATIONS:

To qualify for the A.L.'s Binocular Messier Certificate, you
need only be a member of the Astronomical League, through
either an affiliated club or as a member-at-large, and observe 50
or more Messier objects using only binoculars. Any 50 of the 110
recognized Messier objects may be observed. Any pair of
binoculars may be used, but those with objectives between 20MM
and 80MM in diameter are recommended. To record your
observations, you may use the log sheets found in the back of the
Astronomical League's manual "Observe: A Guide to the Messier
Objects”, or any similar log sheet. To receive your Binocular
Messier Certificate, simply give your ohservations to Phil, Arlin,
or Mike. ’

Upon verification of your observations, your certificate will
be forwarded to either you or your club's "Awards Co-ordinator",
whomever you choose.

THE APPENDICES: T R
For those of you who are uncertain as to which Messier
objects to observe, or who need a formal program to follow, we
have included Appendix A and Appeéendix B for your use.
Appendix A is for binoculars between 20MM and 50MM in
(Continued on page 6)
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QUIZ TIME |
1) What is a starlike object called that is too|
small to achieve nuclear reactions in lts |

center? W /M

2) What is the composition of “Population I’}
stars? (abo- /[ Jo '
3) When Ford Prefect, a descendant of|
Betelgeuse Seven, sent a revised article
about Earth to the editors of “Thel
Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy”, it was}|
edited down to two words. What are|
they? , :
{4) How old are the youngest Moon rocks "
that have been collected? %6
5) What must the phase of the Moon be in ,_
“order for a full eclipse of the Sun to|
occur? e ‘
6) What is the difference in kilometers of|
the diameter between North and South}
poles, and the equatorial diameter?
7) What is the spectral class of the sun?é7
8) What Gala'xy is pictured on the cover?
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