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Treasurers Report

As of April 13,1996: $286.15

omet Hyakutake is certainly

the topic of the season this
year and will be at our next meet-
ing aiso.

If you have any photo’s of
the comet PLEASE bring them
with you. Pete has taken some
and will be showing them to all,
as well as, giving us a summary
and update on the comet.



This Month's Observations

Venus, which has been dominating the
western sky all spring, is getting lower each
night as it approaches inferior conjunction on
June 10. Venus sets 3-4 hours after sunset
on May 4, 2 hours after sunset on May 24,
and by June 1 the planet sets just one hour
after the sun. Venus is still visible in the
daytime right before sunset, reaching its
greatest brilliancy on May 4. The planet's
crescent phase can be observed with binocu-
lars throughout the month. Although the
crescent becomes thinner, the disk of the
planet appears larger because it is ap-
proaching us. Try to observe the crescent
either in the daytime or right after sunset,
before it contrasts too much with the dark sky.

Jupiter can be found in the southern sky
one hour before sunrise. Saturn begins the
month very low in the east at sunrise, climb-
ing higher as the month progresses. Dawn
on Monday, May 13, should find Saturn close
to a crescent moon low in the ESE. Mars
becomes visible toward the end of the month.

Uranus, Neptune, and comet Hale-Bopp
can be found between Sagittarius and Capri-
cornus 2 hours before sunrise in the SSE.
See the May Sky Calendar for a star chart.
More information on Hale-Bopp can be found
an the Internet at
http://encke.jpl.nasa.gov/hale_bopp_info.html
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A Busy Month

A big thank’s goes out to Bob for hav-
ing our annual star party at his house. He
says over 30 people visited all in all. The
reason for the large crowds could have been
because of a newspaper article in the
Lakeshore Edition that was covering Comet
Hyakutake. In it, it explained that SAAA would
be having a star party and to call Bob for info.
He got a lot of calls.

It also could be because of Peter Chan
being at our last meeting. A lot of people
other than our members were there. A quick
head count came to 35. Peter gave us all an
excellent talk and slide show on the Aurora
Borealis. | was surprised to find out that you
can see them from as far south as we are.

Back to the star party. It started shortly
after dusk, of course. Then everyone started
to pour in slowly. And what a show they got.
The Comet that most had come to see, was
brilliant. It was easy to see that the tail was at
least 18 degreed long. At one time the comet
appeared to slit in two, when viewed at very
high magnification. In fact what waas happing
was that the star had passed very close to a
star and you could actually see the comet
pass by it because it was moving so fast. |
wish | could have seen that, but | didn’t show
up until 2:30AM.

Of course many Messier objects were
viewed and some members added them to
their Sky Log books, hoping for their Messier
Club Certificate and Pin from the Astronomi-
cal Leage. -/
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DURING THE
MONTH OF MAY,
THE BIG DIPPER
1S NEARLY
OVERHEAD IN
THE EARLY
EVENING ABOVE
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AT THIS SAME TIME,
THE CONSTELLATION
LEO THE LION 15 HIGH
IN THE SKY ABOYE
THE SQUTHERN HORIZON.
LEO IS DISTINGUISHED
BY THE BRIGHT STAR

o e MOST NORTHERN REGULUS ANDTHE DIM
\ l LATITUDES A STARS OF THE SICKLE.
© 1996 Jay Svary
IF YOy LOOK FAR TO THE ON MAY 26, THE DAY PAST THE FIRST
LR STRAIGHT UP, /7 SQUTH OF LEOIS QUARTER, THE GIBBOUS MOCN WILL PASS
\ o YOU CAN SEE ° THE CONSTELLATION | . | BY LEO, VERY NEAR TO REGULUS.
THAT LEO AND CRUX, THE §
THE DIPPER SOUTHERN CROSS. _o ) ~
ARE VERY UNFORTUNATELY, N \"’kf / MAY 2§
. CLOSE TO CRUX IS NOT
ed” ) EACH OTHER VISIBLE FROM
~Q_\ﬁ\° |N THE SKY. NORTH AMERICA. O::“

http://en.com/users/cygnus



