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CLUB NOTES 
Club Notes - for September 2024 
 
August began for SAAA events at the Holland State Park where we celebrated the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resource's celebration of “Meteors & S’mores”. 
There were plenty of great s’mores and even a meteor. Several members brought their 
telescopes for the public to use.  
There is some great news from Mac Bay Middle School. They will be completely 
updating the planetarium. This will include not only new whistle seats but also a new 
instrument to project the stars on the dome. This will be a digital machine and 
represent the latest in this type of technology. However, this will also mean that the 
planetarium will not be accessible for our September meeting. An alternative location 
will be determined next week.  
Autumn is often a great season for observing. It gets dark later, the 
weather is usually mild, and there are many interesting objects to 
observe.  
I look forward to seeing everyone on September 12. 
Peter Burkey 
President, SAAA 

www.holland-saaa.org 
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Calendar and Upcoming Events 
Public Observing 
When  Weather Permitting Every FRI evening 7PM. 
Where   Hemlock Crossing Public Observatory, 8115 W Olive Rd, West Olive, MI 
49460, USA 
Description  The observatory is open from our start time until 11 PM (weather and clear sky permitting, see 
note after October 14th).  There are no entry fees. Please be aware that the park gate closes automatically at 10 
PM sharp, therefore visitors must arrive before 10 PM to enter the park. You will be able to leave as you wish. 
Visible night sky objects: planets, the Moon, deep sky objects like galaxies, star clusters and  planetary 
nebulae. 
 
Next Club Meeting September 12th  
There are no club meetings in the summer months (June – July – August).  Our next Club Meeting, which is open to the 
public, is September 12th. 

Have you missed a copy, or lost one, or just want to browse old issues of Astronomical League’s Reflector? 
Astronomical League's quarterly Reflector magazine:  

https://www.astroleague.org/reflector/  
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A Look Back in Club History:  
The article appeared in the May 23, 1989 Grand Rapids Press - 
Lakeshore Edition ...continues on page 7 



 
Space Place: https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/  A place where kids and grown-ups have fun with 
space and technology. 

        NASA Climate Kids: It’s all about climate. 
                     https://climatekids.nasa.gov/   

 

                    SciJinks: It’s all about weather!  https://scijinks.gov/   
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Kids Corner 
 

Exploring space through NASA’s 
site for kids. A fun game for kids 
who are aspiring astronomers, or 
perhaps just interested. 

FROM: https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/color-
your-universe-game/en/ 
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This Month in Astronomy 

September 1: Pioneer 11 is first spacecraft to fly past Saturn - 1979 

September 3: Last two Apollo Moon landings canceled by NASA - 1970 

September 8: Voyager 1 launched - 1977 

September 10: Surveyor 5 lands on Moon - 1967  

September 23: Premier of “The Jetsons” - 1962 

September 25: 59 - day Skylab 3 mission ends - 1973 

Update: Installation of  Coronado Solar Telescope 
 
The construction of the permanent pier for the Coronado solar telescope has been completed.  Members Mike 
Long, Armando Mercado, Karl Rijkse, Frank Roldan and Barry Schoenfelner prepared the site on the south 
side of the observatory, dug a hole and placed a 4-foot-long section of Sonotube form.  They mixed the con-
crete and poured the pier.  Mark Dykstra Concrete of Hudsonville poured the three new additional sections to 
connect the existing patio to this new section. 
The pedestal, designed by member Mike Curtright and built by Porter Steel and Welding of Muskegon, was 
installed.  This was followed by the installation of the adapter that connects the Celestron equatorial mount to 
the pedestal.  Finally, it was leveled and aligned with the north celestial pole. 
As soon as we get a very good dry, cloudless, and clear day, the telescope will be installed.  In the mean-
time, member Frank Roldan is building a movable outdoor enclosure to protect the pedestal and storage cases 
for the telescope dovetail and the equatorial.  These two items along with the telescope will be stored in the 
mechanical room at the back of the bathroom building. 
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Featured Photos from our Talented Club Members 

Photo Credit: Mike Cortright  

Diamond Ring from April 8th Ecplise (above) 

 

Comet 12P - Pons Brooks (below) 
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Publication Information 

Self-published for SAAA members by a SAAA member.  September 2024 

Editor is appointed by the SAAA board. Email: barbwbrown@hotmail.com   
Previous Issues of our newsletters are found on our website at:  Holland-saaa.org  

 Not sure received your copy of  Reflector, or, looking for a past issue? 
Digital copies of the Astronomical League's quarterly Reflector magazine can be found at: 

https://www.astroleague.org/reflector/  

A Look Back in Club History:  
The article appeared in the May 23, 1989 Grand Rapids Press - 
Lakeshore Edition ...continued from page 3 


